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Natural heronries are present in different places of Bangladesh, but detailed descriptions of such heronries are lacking. However, a large heronry in Bangladesh has been reported by Khan (2006) , which is present at the Pachamaria village of Shilmaria Union at Puthia Upazilla, Rajshahi District. Age of this heronry is more than 10 years (Khan, 2006 , Islam et al. 2009 , and the authors reported it as the possible largest one in Bangladesh outside the government reserve forests of the Sunderbans, Sylhet, Chittagong and Mymensingh. Here we report a new heronry located at the Rajshahi University (RU) Campus.
A research project entitled 'In situ conservation of birds at Rajshahi University Campus' (funded by the University Grants Commission/RU) is going on. The project team is working since 2006, maintaining a more or less daily routine of bird watching at the RU Campus, and collecting data on the habitat, nest and behaviour of the birds. Bird watching is done at random from dawn to dusk, photographing the birds and their habitats whenever possible. Various aspects of the present heronry are described in the following paragraphs.
Nesting site: The heronry is located at the south-east corner of the Taposhi Rabeya Hall, adjacent to the Begum Khaleda Zia Hall, both being female students' halls of residence (Map 1). There are about 40 trees, each about 30-35 ft high, inside the walled territory of the halls. The birds made their nests on these trees at an average height of 20-30 ft. Outside the boundary wall in the east, there is a man-made water body just few metres away from the trees. A medium-sized pond is also present in between the halls. A large pond, a cropland and open wild grassland are present nearby the heronry which is guarded by fence (Plate 1). Fauna of the site includes a number of insects (e.g., few species of dragon flies and damsel flies, few coleopterans, two species of hemipterans, three species of ants, eight species of butterflies, grasshoppers, crickets, stick insect) which commonly inhabit the grassland, cropland and adjacent to the ponds or small water bodies. There are a large number of castings of annelids, two species of millipedes, two to three species of freshwater snails and mussels. Among the vertebrates, there are frogs (Rana tigrina) during rainy season (Rana tigrina), lizards (Calotes sp.), rats (Rattus rattus), squirrels (Funambulus sp.), and different J. Life Earth Sci., Vol. 5: 97-100, 2010 ISSN 1990-4827 © 2010, JLES, RU species of birds (Table 1 ). In addition, a large number of crows share the same abode along with the water birds. The crows mainly aggregate around the water birds to feed on the food droplets of the water birds, and occasionally prey on the broods of the latter. Moreover, the exotic carp species which are cultured in the adjacent water bodies constitute another important group of the fauna. As observed and recorded on 7 and 9 August 2010, the number of adult Night herons was around 20-22 pairs and that of fledges (juveniles) was nearly 50. The number of other species of birds residing in the heronry is not confirmed yet, although there might be 25-28 pairs of adult Cormorants. Three species of egrets along with the little blue herons built a large colony in the Grand Lake heronry (Stancil et al. 1988 Foraging area: The cormorants, the little egrets and the pond herons use to forage at the ponds situated nearby the heronry. Whereas, the Night herons use to fly in flocks from dusk to dawn, about two km away from the RU campus to the river Padma to feed. Fledges of the Night herons are seldom found to feed in the adjacent water bodies during day time, when there is no human working in the cropland. Kushlan (2000) reported that foraging areas of herons and egrets may range from a few to several km from the heronry and frequent shifting of the foraging area may occur.
Future of the heronry: Literature show that heronries are not long lasting. Permanent abandonment is the final part of a heronry's cycle, and may occur as a gradual decline or even as a sudden absence after many years of successful habitation. Baker (2007) pointed out a few important reasons for abandonment of a heronry such as: i) repeated predation of nests by predators other than man, ii) loss of habitat due to guanotrophy, iii) human disturbance, and iv) hostile attitude of man towards the birds. Moreover, herons and egrets are luxury food items of man, who cause mass destruction of heronries. Large heronries are often considered as nuisance when these are located adjacent to the residential areas. These might pose a number of inconveniences because of their noise, fouling odour of the excreta, decomposing bodies, broken eggs, associated insect parasites, and a potential danger to the aircrafts (Ray et al. 1996) .
Conservation of the heronry:
The major conservation measures that can be taken to save the present heronry are: i) protection of the nesting site from any disturbance, ii) protection of the habitat and the foraging areas, and iii) reducing human activities around the sites. In addition, community advocacy about the significance of heronry and its importance in biodiversity and ecological balance can play major role in its conservation. People of the village Pachamaria, for example, conserved the heronry successfully through the Community Conserved Area (CCA) programme, which made the village an interesting place for the visitors (Islam et al. 2009 ).
